Name: __________________________________




Date: __________________
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| Am from Quisquella la Bella

b1 Airis. Qa.muﬁ

Tam

from Quisquella fo bella,

from merengue, bachata, perico ripiao,
and church bells on Sundoys.

Tom

from the words

Dios, patrio, libertad

from the feeling of scaness, but also of not giving up.

lem

from the promise of friendship and love,
from “always be yourself,”

“believe in who you ore.”

Tom

from rice and beans,

roust chicken, pernil,

plétanos, mangos, coconus, corn.

lom

from beautiful

gordens with palm frees,

from mountains and precious blue sky.

I'om Latina.
Dominican.
Proud.

[

Soy de Quisquella la bella
gor Awiris Ramire;
ranioted from the English by L M. Carlson

Soy

de Quisquella [a bella,

de merengue, bachato, perico ripioo,
y campanillas

los domingos.

Soy

de los palabras

Dios, patrio, liberlod,

de wisteza, pero fambién de potencia.

Soy

de lo promesa de amistad y amor,
de “siempre sé 10,"

“eree en i mismo.”

Soy

de arroz y frijoles,

pollo asado, pernil,

plétanos, mangos, cocos, moiz.

Soy de bellos
jardines con palmas reales,
de montarios y precioso cielo azul.

Soy lafina
Dominicana.
Orgullosa,
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What are YOU from? What created you?  Read the poem, “I am from *Quisquella la Bella” by Amiris Ramirez.  (*This is the name the native Taino people gave the island.  It means “Great Land.” Later, the Spanish renamed it “Hispaniola.” Lots of names for a small island!) 
Did you notice that each stanza describes one area of her life?  

Write the areas below: 

Stanza 1: _____________________

Stanza 2: _____________________

Stanza 3: _____________________

Stanza 4: _____________________

Stanza 5: _____________________

Stanza 6: _____________________

What is the difference between these questions:  
  
Where are you from? & What are you from?

What I Am From

I am 
from tall redwood trees and long dirt roads
flowering apple blossoms and blooming bearded iris 
swimming holes under hot summer skies 
I am 
from stacks of words:

National Geographic,

library cards,

novels under the covers until dawn

I am 
from home-made apple pie

beef tacos and tofu burgers

home-grown, sun-sweet vegetables

I am 
from cultures clashed and explored,
families broken and healed,

friends like sisters.

I am

American, 

but not the kind you think.


- By Marina Cochran-Keith
Now it’s your turn!

Write your own poem below.  Use the pattern if you like, but if you have a better format to explain your identity, go for it—be creative!  It does have to have AT LEAST FOUR STANZAS and it does have to include sensory details.  
I am
from…

I am

from … 

I am 

from… 

I am 

from…

I am 

from…

I am … 

- By …..

Biography:  Amiris Ramirez is a student in the New York public school system.  She has published her poetry in the anthology Streams 16.





What I am From








