
Portrait vs. Landscape    

There are two main ways of holding a camera when taking an image - 
vertically or horizontally. These two modes are also often referred to as 
‘portrait’ and ‘landscape’ formats.  

These names give some indication of how people traditionally have 

formatted portraits and landscapes – but experimentation can lead to 
interesting compositions. The landscape format generally gives a feeling of 
peacefulness and harmony. The portrait format can add an exciting 
dimension. 

       

 

 

 


